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allow students to collaborate with their peers. As a result of participating in this process, students will 

experience a deeper enjoyment from reading and develop a lifelong love of reading. 

There are two levels of competition: Level 1 - School, Level 2 – District.  
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GROUP 
Literary Fiction Categories 

 

Grades Division Presentation Type 

Grades 3-5 Division J Storyboard 

Grades 6-8 Division K Storyboard or Digital Media 

Grades 9-12 Division L Storyboard or Digital Media 

 

GROUP 
Literary Nonfiction Categories 

 

Grades Division Presentation Type 

Grades 3-5 Division M Storyboard 

Grades 6-8 Division N Storyboard or Digital Media 

Grades 9-12 Division O Storyboard or Digital Media 

 

NOTE: Only 2 to 3 students in a group. If a group project has students in various grades,  

the project should be placed in the division of the oldest student. This does not include class projects. 

Division K, L, N, and O can choose between Storyboard Digital Media Presentation. 

 

READING FAIR CATEGORIES 

 

● Students in grades 3-12 have the opportunity to share their favorite nonfiction book. All students 

deciding to do so are to compete in the Individual Divisions, within their specified grade group 

(Divisions J-O). All other entries should only represent Literary Fiction books. 

 

NOTE: Remember the school’s librarian is an excellent resource for determining if the book selected is indeed 

fictional. Students have free choice in selecting a book for the reading fair; however, all books must be age 

appropriate and cannot be a Required Summer Reading title.  

 

● Group/Family Division projects should portray a book appropriate to the age of the student(s). The 

student(s) should be very knowledgeable about the book’s story elements and should have an active 

part in the construction of the display. Family and Group Divisions will be judged closely on 

whether the project shows work appropriate for the age level of the student. 

 

NOTE: Each student is limited to participating in only one project. Each Group Division project must have 2 to 

3 students. If a group project has students in various grades, the project should be placed in the division of the 

oldest student. The projects should reflect the creative and originality of the students in the group. 

 

¶ English Language Learners can create bilingual presentations to represent their native language as 

well as English. Each presentation element must be translated into English for judging. Elements not 

translated will have points deducted. 







 

8 

 

 

READING FAIR DISTRICT TIMELINE 
The District will follow COVID-19 Restrictions and Guidelines for large groups and meetings. 

 

ONLY the first-place winner of each division at each school will advance to the 

district level. Winners are NOT based on grade levels. 

 

Level 1 - School Reading Fair: Must be held before February 23, 2023  

Level 2 - District Reading Fair:  Week of March 4, 2023*  

Location: Cardozo or Northwest Middle Schools 

*Date and 

*Date and 
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LITERARY FICTION  
 

 
NOTE: Religious narratives (including retellings or alternate versions) fall into this category. 

 

 

 







http://www.kidsreads.com/
http://www.arbookfind.com/default.aspx
http://magnolia.msstate.edu/k12/high-poetry.asp
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/novelist/search/novbasic?sid=2a082466-9946-4f9d-b120-4a4b238b4915%40sessionmgr4009&vid=16&hid=4107
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FIND A BOOK 
 

 

 
 

“Find a Book, Mississippi” is an easy way to select books based on a child’s Lexile measure 

and interests. The free search tool can help build custom lists for readers at all ability levels, 

and then locate the books at the local public library.  

 

Step 1:  

Visit www.Lexile.com/fab/ms 

 

Enter the student’s Lexile measure 

 

(If Lexile measure is not known, then 

search for books based on comfort with 

grade-level reading) 

 
 

 

Step 2: 

Have the student pick interest 

categories 

 
 

Step 3: 

View and refine the search results 

 

(While browsing books, click the “Find in a 

Library” button next to the book titles to 

 

 

 

http://www.lexile.com/fab/ms
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COPYRIGHT AND PLAGIARISM 
 COPYRIGHT AND FAIR USE 

 

● Copyright laws govern the use of copyrighted materials such as book covers and images from the 

internet. 

● Teachers and students may use copyrighted materials for educational projects and learning activities, 

but specific Fair Use guidelines must be followed.  

● Photographs or images may be used in their entirety when creating a presentation for educational 

purposes.  

● Copyrighted images must be displayed with the creator’s name or where the image was copied from. 

 

EXAMPLE:                                                  

 

 

 

 

                Image Credit:  

kurtisscaletta.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/web.jpg 
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FICTION GUIDE 
 

STEP 1: CHOOSE YOUR CATEGORY AND DIVISION 
 

Category: Individual Fiction (Divisions C-F)  

   

_____ Division C (Grade 3)      _____ Division E (Grades 6-8) 

 

_____ Division D (Grades 4-5)        _____ Division F (Grades 9-12) 
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STEP 3: PLOT SUMMARY 
 

Do not retell the story! The project is written in the student’s own words and information has not been directly 

copied or plagiarized from any source: websites or books. Be sure to include each of the main characters. 

 

● PK-1: Retell (through writing/ drawing/ dictating the story) (RL.K-1.2) 

● 2-3: Recount the story in a written response - this includes the message or lesson of the story (RL.2-3.2) 

● 4-12: Summarize the story in a written response - this includes the message or theme of the story (RL.4-12.2) 
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STEP 4: MAIN CHARACTERS 
 

Do not list more than three characters. Write a brief description of each character. Use adjectives to describe 

the characters. Do not tell the story in this step. The characters



 

18 

 

STEP 5: SETTING 
 

There are 2 parts to a book’s setting. You must include both! 

 

Time - When did the story happen? Be specific.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Place - Where did the story take place? If the story takes place in more than one location, choose only the 

more important place. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STEP 6: CONFLICT 
 

What is the main conflict? Choose only one problem. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

STEP 7: SOLUTION/RESOLUTION 
 

How is the problem solved? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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STEP 8: DESIGN YOUR PRESENTATION 
 

Congratulations! The hard part is over; now, the fun begins!  

 

● Use a standard tri-fold storyboard that unfolds to be 36” high x 48” wide. The sides fold in to make the 

board stand by itself.  

● Carefully type or write the story elements in Steps 2 - 8. Be creative! For example, if your person is a 

football player, you might choose a font like “IMPACT.”  

● Your text should be easy to read and pleasant to look at. Large, simple fonts and theme colors are 

always your best bet.  

● Props add interest but must fit in the middle of the display. No items can protrude from the back 

or top of the tri-fold board. Props can be battery-operated, but you cannot use electrical outlets 
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NONFICTION GUIDE 
 

STEP 1: CHOOSE YOUR CATEGORY AND DIVISION 
 

Category: Informational Nonfiction Texts (Divisions G-I)  

 

_____ Division G (Grades 3-5)   _____ Division M (Grades 3-5)      

 

_____ Division H* (Grades 6-8)   _____ Division N* (Grades 6-8)      

                               

_____ Division I* (Grades 9-12)   _____ Division O* (Grades 9-12)      

 

*Note: These divisions can choose between Storyboard or Digital Media Presentation. 

 

 
 

STEP 2: BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
 

Use the copyright page to identify the bibliographic information.  

 

Title: Name of the Book. Make sure the title is underlined or use italics if typing.  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author: The person who wrote the words or text in a book. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Publisher: The company that printed and distributed the book. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Publication Date: The year the book was published.  
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
STEP 3: TYPE OF INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
 

_____ Discussion   

 

_____ Report       

                               

_____ Explanatory 

 

_____ Opinion/Argument      

                               

_____ Instructional 
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STEP 4: SUMMARY 
 

Summarize what happened in the text. Project is written in the student’s own words and information has not 

been directly copied or plagiarized from any source: websites or books.  

 

● 3: Recount the main idea and key details the text in a written response (RI.3.2) 

● 4-12: Summarize the text in a written response - include the main/central idea in this summary (RI.4-12.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-creator-30850.html
http://edhelper.com/teachers/graphic_organizers.htm
https://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
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STEP 7: AUTHOR’S PURPOSE 
 

Why did the author write the book? 

 

_____ To entertain   _____ To inform      

                               

_____ To persuade   _____ A combination of the above      

                                

STEP 8: TOPIC STUDY - GRADES 9-12 ONLY 
 

Recommend another text that has similar or opposing/alternate information on the same topic. (CCR.R.9) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

STEP 9: DESIGN YOUR PRESENTATION 
 

Congratulations! The hard part is over; now, the fun begins!  

 

● Use a standard tri-fold storyboard that unfolds to be 36” high x 48” wide. The sides fold in to make the 

board stand by itself.  

● Carefully type or write the story elements in Steps 2 - 8. Be creative! For example, if your person is a 

football player, you might choose a font like “IMPACT.”  

● Your text should be easy to read and pleasant to look at. Large, simple fonts and theme colors are 

always your best bet.  

● Props add interest but must fit in the middle of the display. No items can protrude from the back or top 

of the tri-fold board. Props can be battery-operated, but you cannot use electrical outlets and extension 

cords. Items cannot be alive, valuable, or dangerous.  

● You do not have to display the book, have props, or dress up.  

● If creating a bilingual presentation, remember to translate all required elements into English for judging. 
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Graphic: Pictorial representation of data or ideas using columns, matrices, or other formats. 

Informational Texts: Nonfiction texts that contain facts and information; also referred to as expository texts. 

Interview: Meeting at which information is gathered by asking questions of a person about an event, experience, or idea. 

Journal: Daily record of events. 

Literary Nonfiction: Text that conveys factual information. The text may or may not employ a narrative structure and 

characteristics such as dialogue. Additionally, literary nonfiction may also persuade, inform, explain, describe, or amuse. 

Main Idea: The central thought of a nonfiction text. 

Narrative: A story about fictional or real events. 

Observation: Act of making and recording a measurement. 
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Theme: Central meaning of a literary work. A literary work can have more than one theme. 

Tone: Describes the writer’s/speaker’s attitude toward a subject, character, or audience conveyed through the author’s 

choice of words and details. Tone can be serious, humorous, sarcastic, objective, etc. 

 

 

 


